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FOR WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES, BUT| CHRIST 7i$Us 
THE LORD; AND OURSELVES YOUR |SERVANTS \FOR 
JESUS" SAKE. 4 

DILIGENCE and fidelity are indiſpenfble 
requilites, to the proper diſcharge of! the dutiet, of 
any office whatever. When the truſt] committe;{ to 
us is of the moſt ſacred and important nature, *Þur 
obligation to faithfulneſs riſes to the higheſt pofyble 

degree. As no intereſt can bear a moment's c,m- 

pariſon with that which involves theſeternal feltZity 

of man ; ſo no charge can be conſidered fo h FE 
important as that committed to the miniſters ofthe 
goſpel. 

In the preceding chapter, the Apoſtle enters uppn 2 
compariſon betwixt the legal and goſpel diſpenſatins, 
with a view no doubt to ſhew the ſuperior ad tan- 
tages of the latter. He characterizes| the legal dif- 
penſation, by calling it a miniſtration 'of condemmttion 
and death. This, though glorious in itſelf, yet, when 
compared with the goſpel, its glory faded away.and 
was wholly loſt. He deſcribes the goſpel as a difyen- 
ſation of the, /pirit of righteouſneſs and of life. Is, 
like the ſun, ſhines with its own luſtre, and echpſes 
all the glory which was ſeen in whatever pre ced- 


ed it. \ 


% 
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As the goſpel is no longer veiled under types and 
ſhadows, the miniſters under this diſpenſation uſe 
great plainneſs of ſpeech. They publiſh, in the moſt 
plain, unequivocal manner, the doctrine of ſovereign 
grace and falvation, only by the blood of the Crols. 
Every miniſter, who has been called to this 1mpor- 
tant work, can join with the Apoſtle and fay, © We -_ 
have renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not 
walking in craftineſs, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully ; but by manifeſtation of the truth, com- 
mending ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the 
fight of God.” For we preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
TFeſus the Lord ; and ourſelves your ſervants for Feſus . 
ake. 
f In order more fully to illucidate the ſentiments of 
the text, we ſhall attempt, 


L To ſhew what 1s meant by preaching ourſelves. j 


IL. What 1s implied in preaching Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord. And 


ITE In what ſenſe, and to whom, miniſters are to be 
conhdered as ſervants. 


FizsT, What is meant by preaching ourſelves, \ 
and when may it be ſaid that men preach themſelves ? 
We anſwer in general, bad men always preach them- 
ſelves, and good men ſometimes do little more. 

Men, who were never renewed in the ſpirit and 
temper of their minds, and who were never call- 
ed of God to this work ; who have run without be- 
ing ſent, let their doqrines be orthodox or hetero- 
dox, always preach themſelves. But this may want 
both explanation and proof. 

It 1s preſumed that we either live for ourſelves or 
for God; that we either a&t for our own eaſe, con- 
vemency, or honour ; or for his glory. Can it be 
ſuppoſed that the man, whoſe heart was never recon- 
ciled to God, can engage in this work with a view to 
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the divine glory ? Surely it cannot, Men, to are 
not lovers of God in an evangelical ſenſe, 746 AC- 
counted by an inſpired Apoſtle to be loy;rs of 
themſelves. If we were capable of At 110 the 
hearts of ſuch, we ſhould probably find, that 1m vtves 
of convenience, of caſe, or of honour, induceethem 
to enter into this ſacred work. With ſuch\:/iews, 
their obje& would not be to preach Pm but gncm- 
ſelves. For, 

iſt, It a man engage 1n the | miniſtry From 
mere lucrative motives, for the ſake of a livelizood, 
he may properly be faid to preach himſelf. '* The 
great end which he propoſes 1s a ggod living & ; It 1s 
therefore to be expected he will preach in a [ner 
beſt calculated to obtain that object. ! 

It has been faid by ſome, probably of this deſcriytion, 
that they conſidered themſelves facredly bouyd to 
pleaſe thoſe who employed them. For, ſay they | « If 
you were to hire a man to labour for you, and &) pay 
him for it, you would expect to have your ; york 
done to pleaſe you.” All tuch perſons muſt ON- 
ſidered as ſerving themſelves and not our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt : For if we ſeek to pleaſe men (in this lenle} We 

ceaſe to be the ſervants of Chriſt. 4 

2dly, Motives of caſe may induce athers to en rage | 
in the miniſtry, Like the unjuſt ſceward, to dig. they 
cannot, (at lealt they feel an uncongyerable aveifion 
to it) and ts beg they are aſhamed. It 15 true the york 
appears very different to the faithful miniſter. 7 To 
him it is of all others the moſt ative and ardv-pus. 
It engages all the powers of his mind, and emy loys 
all his time and talents. It is not ſo with the: 
who makes his eaſe his main obje&, The oo war 
will lay himſelf | out to his utmoſt fo advance*ſthe 
cauſe of Chriſt ; the latter will be very ſparing 05 his 
pains. He will content himſelf with knowing very 
little of the ſtate of his flock. 1f he can preach ſtated- 
ly and in ſeaſon, he will excuſe himſelf from pre! el 
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ing occaſionally, or out of uſual ſeaſon. Such Shep- 
herds reſemble thoſe deſcribed by Ezekiel, who feed 
not the flock, but feed themſelves of the flock.* 
How little do ſuch preachers imitate the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles. He laboured night and day, 
and with the moſt fervid zeal and humility, ſerved 


God in the goſpel of his Son. In his affectionate | 


addreſs to the elders of Epheſus, he could appeal to 
their conſciences, that he had taught them publicly 
and from houſe to houſe; and that by the ſpace 
of three years (probably the whole time he was 
with them) he had without cealing warned every one 
night and day with tears. This was atting in character 
as a miniſter of Chriſt ; this was confiltent with the 
dignity of an Apoſtle. Mortives of eaſe had no 1n- 
fluence with him. He approved himſelt to God, 
not by excuſing himſelf from duty, or ſhunning oc- 
cations of preaching ; but by his 'inceflant /abours, 
zwatchings, and fa/tings. | 

A faithful miniſter, who regards the ſouls of his 
hearers, will always find much to do beſides preach- 
ing at ſtated ſeaſons, and he will be willing to ſpend 
and be ſpent for their good. We obſerve, 

3dly, Motives of honour and worldly reſpectabilt- 
ty, may be an inducement to ſome to enter into this 
facred office. 

To be greeted in the market places, and to be call- 
ed of men Radbb;, would be highly flattering to their 
pride. To perſons of this deſcription, the applauſe 
of their fellow men muſt be the great object of their 
" defires. They are deſcribed by our Lord, as loving 
the praiſe of men, more than 'the praiſe of God. 
This claſs of preachers ſtudy more to pleaſe than to 
edity ; more to gratify the fancies of their hearers, 


than to inform the judgment or affe&t the heart. ' 


The beauties of compoſition (if they are capable of 
them) will be prominent features in all their dif- 


* Ezck. xxxiv. 
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courſes ; but you may look in vain \ for A rd of 
evangelic truth, 

Thoſe dodrines, which are bumbling to binan 
pride, and which lead the penitent to Calvary-and 
the bleeding Croſs, will be generally avoided ith 
great caution. But ſhould a man even preach [the 
pure apoſtolic doctrines, if it were only with a Liew 
to make himſelf popular, he might be ſaid to Wes 
himſelf, and not Chriſt Feſus the Lord. | 

4thly, When they teach for dodtrines the Com- 
mandments of men. 

By the commandments of men we are to urdler- 
ſtand all ſuch doarines as are not! fairly dedyced 
from the ſacred Scriptures. Such as' have no cgher 
foundation than eſtabliſhed cuſtom, and the tadi- 
tions of men, to ſupport them. | Theſe mwe be 
taught with apparent ſeriouſneſs, | and be i figh 
wrought with the excellency of ſpeech, and un 
enticing. words of man's wiſdom ; yet after at, as 
fuch preaching is never attended with the dakdon- 
ſtrative influences of the Spirit, and] with powe}, it 
will only prove that ſuch perſons preach themſe yes, 
and not the Lord JzsUs CyrisT. I add once tore, 

5thly, Good men, and ſuch as have been calle1 of 
God to preach, ſometimes do little more than prach 
themſelves. This 1s the caſe wheneyer they en-/age 
without a due ſenſe of their dependence on Chrif?” for 
ſtrength. And this will probably account for {6 
ny of their diſcourſes appearing fo cold and lifel63. 

Pious miniſters, who trom the pureſt motives: ;ave 
entered into the work, yet for want of duly realiing 
that Chriſt has ſaid, toithout me ye can. do nothing, Fave 
often been obliged to draw the painful-conclu Jony 
that their preaching had exhibited Wen ey r2;her 
than their Divine Maſter. 

It 15 poſhble that upon particular ckcavibus uttwor- 
thy motives may inſenſibly influence! them ; bu?? af- . 
ter all, they are never fatisfied with this kin-| of 
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preaching. They conſider it only as beating the air, 
unleſs they have ſome feeling ſenſe of the love of 
God in their own ſouls. Every ſermon which we 
preach, without having our views diretted to the 
lory of God and the beſt good of our fellow-men, will 
Fl in ſome ſenſe under this deſcription. Oh, it is to 
be lamented, that we ſhould ever ſpend our time fo 
miſerably as to preach ourſelves. 
We will now quit theſe barren regions, and inquire, 


SecoNDLY, What is implied 1n preaching Chriſt 
Telus the Lord ? 


This includes a general deſcription of his character, 
offices, and work, as Mediator. 

And firſt, in order to preach Chriſt in the ſenſe of 
the text, we muſt underſtand his true character. 
Should it be aſked, Who is this King of glory ? It to an- 
{wer this queſtion we ſhould exhibit a charaQter dif- 
ferent from that given in the ſacred Scriptures, we 
ſhould diſhonour him, and deceive our fellow-men, 

It is evident that the great body of the Jewiſh na- 
tion miſtook his true character ; and notwithſtand- 
ing he was ſo particularly pointed out in their Scrip- 
tures, they did not believe that Jeſus of Nazareth 
was the Mefliah. 

The enemies of our Lord were _— upon all 
occaſions, to ſee if they could not get ſufficient evi- 
dence againſt him to prove him an 1mpoſtor. They 
frequently aſſumed the garb of friendſhip, and with 
inidious acknowledgements attempted to deceive 
him ; he as often detected their baſe hypocriſy, and 
expoſed their unbluſhing ignorance. Upon a certain 
day the Herodians, Sadducees, and Phariſees, united in 
counci, and formed a train of queſtions, by which 
they ſuppoſed they might entangle him in his talk ; 
but to their ſurpriſe, they found that their deep laid 
ſophiltry, in this inſtance as on all former occaſions, 
procured them only ſhame and defeat. Baſe as their 
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deſign was, Jeſus condeſcended to anſwer each of them 
openly and frankly, without the leaſt fart or cola- 
ſion. - Finding his enemies all ſilenced, he aſked them 
the following queſtions : ** What think ye of Chrifs? 
Whoſe ſon is he ? They fay unto him, the ſon ©5f 
David.” This led to another very important queſtic7, 
which went direQly to a developement of his trye 
character. © How then (faid Jeſus)doth David in ſpit 
call him Lord; faying, the Lozxy faid unto my Lox L 

ſit thou at my right hand until I make thine enem# 
thy footitool ? If ' then David call him Lord, _— 

he his ſon ? and no man was able to anſwer him. 

word.” | * 
Our Lord's queſtions were not like thoſe propot. id 

a j 4 
by his enemies, deligned only to entangle, but'to 16d 
them to a diſcovery of his true and proper Deny. 
Without a belief in his ſupreme Deity, it is conceivid 
we never can tell how he can be David's fon and La- 
vid's Lord. It will be equally difficult to und.r- 
ſtand his own declaration upon another occahot; : 
& 1 am, faid he, the ror and oipring of David, tie 
bright and the morning ſtar.” Bur hqw could ths 
be true if he were not a divine perſon ? | In wkat 
proper ſenſe could he be the root of Dayid ?? We cn 

eaſily conceive of him as David's offspring. F 
When Jeſus declared himſelf to be the Son of Ge, 
and that he and his Father were one, 'it is evideat 
that the Jews underſtood him to afſert more t yn 
that he was merely a faint, or an adopted ſon. Th jy 
certainly underſtood, by the general tenure of bs 
converfation, that he meant to make them believe 
that he was a divine perſon. Hence they chargyd 
him with, blaſphemy. For, ſaid they,! Thor beiny' a 
man make/t thyſelf God. Was it not totally inconſ; m 
ent with the character which Jeſus fuſtained, to leid 
his hearers into this deception, without ſuggeſtivig 
any thing|to' convince them of their miſtake ? |: 
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This ſentiment receives further ſtrength by the 
following account. A poor infirm man, who had 
been confined near forty years, was healed by 
our Lord upon the Sabbath. And in order to give 
the molt unequivocal proof that: it was a real and 
not'a pretended miracle, he faid to the man who was 
healed, Ariſe, take up thy bed and walk, For this, the 
Jews. acculed him of violating the law of Moſes. 
Remark, my hearers, how he vindicated himſelf : 
MY FATHER WORKETH HITHERTO, AND+*1 WORK, 
That 1s, I work in the ſame omnipotent, independent 
manner as he does. Therefore the Jews ſought the 
more to kill him, becauſe he had not only broken the Sab- 
bath, but ſaid alſo that God was. his Father, MAKING 
HIMSELF EQUAL WITH GOD. It is evident in what 
follows, that Chriſt did not deny the concluſion 
which had been drawn from what he had ſaid, that 
he made himſelf equal with God ; but further declared, 
that it was the ——_ will of him that ſent him, 
that all men ſhould honour the $0N even as they honour the 
FATHER. It 1s impoſlible to do this, without giving 
divine honours to him. 

Eccleſhiaftical hiſtory furniſhes a very ſingular ſto- 
ry on this ſubject, which being in point, I will take 
the liberty to relate it. In the fourth century, dur- 
ing the reign of Theodoſius, the biſhops on a certain 
day went to court to pay their reſpects to his impe- 
rial Majeſty. The Emperor was ſeated on a throne 
of ſtate, and his ſon Arcadius by him. Among the 
crowd there was a venerable old biſhop, 2amed Am- 
philochius. He knew that the Emperor had been 
ſuſpected of favouring the Arians, and of entertain- 
ing unworthy notions of Jeſus Chriſt, He determin- 
ed, it ſeems, to addreſs one argument to his feelings, 
Hence he very reſpetfully ſaluted him, but took no 
notice of his Jon. Theodofius was offended, and or- 
dered him to be excluded from the company. 
* What :”” exclaimed the gld man, * are you aftront- 
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ed, Ceſar, becauſe I did not honour the Sons as 
I honoured the Father ? Aflure yourſelf Almighty 
God abhors ſuch blaſphemers as do not honour: his 
only begotten Son as they honour him.”** Tt Aap- 
pears by the ſequel to have carried the defired &hn- 
viction to the mind of the Emperor. | God grak, it 
may produce the ſame effe&t upon all who enterrun 
diſhonourable thoughts of the glorious Saviour. >; _ 
Should the queſtion now be propoſed by our*Di- 
vine Maſter, which he once put to the diſciples, #he 
anſwer would give a ſpecimen of modern ſentiments 
upon this important ſubjet. * Whom do menay 
that I the Son of Man am?” We might anſfier, 
Some ſay thou art no more than a man, and 4zad 
no exiſtence until thou waſt born of Mary ; yet{be- 
ing ſupernaturally endued with a ſpirit of infjara- 
tion, thou becameſt an eminent Teacher of mank;Ad; 
and in as much as thou didft ſcal thy; doqrine 17ith 
thy blood, thy name has been honourably enrgled 
with the noble company of martyrs. Others-ifay 
thou art more than mere man, and acknowledgeFhee 
to be a ſuper-angelic being ; that is, exiſting before /an- 
gels, and exalted above them ; the firſt and noHNleſt 
of all created beings : yet as thou art only a creatIre, 
thou art infinitely removed from any participatica in 
the Godhead. There are others alſo who! ſay, hat 
by office thou art to be called God, but in a ſecofida- 
ry or lower ſenſe than we uſe the word when? we 
apply it to the ſupreme Jehovah. Should our Ford 
return the queſtion to us, my brethren, © But whom 
ſay ye that I am?” Should we not anſwer *vith 
Peter, © THOU ART THE CHRIST, THE SON OF:JHE 
LIVING 60D!” Can we heſitate to dedlare opr bthet, 
that he whom angels were commanded to worlE ip is 
the true Gop and eternal life ?T | oF 
We are expreſsly taught, that the Word that was 
in the beginning, that was with God, and thatewas 
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God, was made fleſh and dwelt frovag men ; and 
his glory was beheld, as of the only begotten * 
of the Father, full of grace and truth. Here 
was exhibited to full view that wonderful character 
foretold in prophecy, whoſe name was to be called 
Emanuel, * God with us.” Here allo we behold a 
perſon fitly qualified for the ofhce of Mediator. God 
manifeſt in the fleſh. Divinity united with humani- 
ty. The Son of God taking on him the ſpiritual 
ſeed of Abraham. Here we behold the Day's-man 
ſpoken-of by Job. One who had power to lay his 
hand on both. -- his mediation we behold the anti- 
type of Aaron, who ſtood with his cenſor betwixt the 
living and the dead, and made an atonement for 1ſin- 
ners, and ftaid the deſtroying plague. But, 

2dly, In preaching Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, we are 
not only to deſcribe his character, but to bring into 
view what he has done and ſuffered. 

He came upon the arduous work of redemption. 
In order to accompliſh this, the divine law mult be 
magnified and made honourable, Its preceptive 
part muſt be fulfilled to a tittle, and its penalty muſt 
be honourably fatisfied. 

The obedience of Chriſt perfettly correſponded 
with the nature and requirements of this law. The 
law demanded ſupreme love to God, Chriſt could 
ſay, with the greateſt ſincerity, I delight to do thy will, 
O God; thy law is in my heart. Our Lord expreſl- 
ed the ardour of his affection to his Father's character, 
when he ſaid, I have meat to eat which the world knows 
not of. This is my meat and drink, to do the will of him 
that ſent me, and to finiſh his work. So confident was 
Chriſt of having perfectly obeyed his Father's will, 
that in the cloling ſcene of life he ſolemnly appealed 
to him in the following language : © Father, I have 
glorified thee on the earth ; I have finiſhed the work 


* I cannot ſuppoſe with Athanaſius and his followers, that the word be» 
gotten 1n this text refers to the Divine Nature of Chriſt, but to his human, 
which was produced in a way which no other perſon ever was. 


13 | x 
which thou gaveſt me to do ; and now, O F: hk 
glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, : with the Blory 
which I had with thee before the world was.” |: 

While our Lord tabernacled in clay he exhjited 
the moſt amiable example of ſincere, undeviating pi- 
ety towards God, and of univerſal benevolence'and 
good will towards men. His enemies; often attEmpt- 
ed to blacken his character, by charging hin *with 
crimes which they knew he was never guilty! of ; 
but they were never able to convince him of 'ſin.* 
The Roman governor, who condemned him tg die, 
freely confeſſed that he found no fault in hime: ho 
his whole life he was holy, harmleſs, |\undefiled? and 
ſeparate from ſinners. He conſtantly exempliſiee: eV- 
ery virtue, which can dignity and; adorn on oo 
nature. 

But neither his holy, DR OE life, nox.: his 
perfect obedience to the precepts of the diyine aw, 
nor both taken together, could make! an atonexzent 
for ſin. It pleaſed the Lompr to bruiſe him, to: put 
him to grief ; yea, to make his ſoul an offering for }; 

It was one great delign of his being imads undet: the 
law, that he might redeem them that were undetzthe 
law, that we might receive the adoption of fins. 
We, my brethren, were not only under the law 4s-a 
perfect rule of righteouſneſs, binding us to perpe al 
obedience, but under its penalty as guilty tranſszeſ- 
ſors, Here ſin had placed us ; and here Chriſt fo.ind 
us. By our tranſgreſſions we had rendered _ 4 
obnoxious to- the curſes of the divine law, Chill 
gave himſelf up to the death of the croſs, and tut er- 
ed on the 1gnominious tree, to redeem us from } his 
ſtate of condemnation, 162-04 

The honour, the equity, and the benevolence: of 
the divine law, were illuſtriouſly diſplayed |and Z7 
dicated in the death of Chriſt. Here\fin was | 
to appear; excecding finful, and expoſed in |all ik. 


| y.- 
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finite ugline and deformity. - His fufferings, though 
limited in duration, were infinite in value, in conſe- 
quence of the dignity of the ſufferer. 
The tragic ſcene of Calvary preſented to the gazing 
multitude only a ſpectacle of wretchedneſs and wo. 
They ſaw nothing but Jeſus ſuffering as a malefaQtor, 
or at moſt as a victim of the threatened curſe ; but 
God had ordained that from this fatal tree ſhould be 
extracted the balſam of life ; the only balm which 
can heal the fin-burthened ſoul, and reſtore peace to 
the labouring conſcience. | 
Here Jeſus finiſhed tranſgrefſhon, and made an end 
of ſins for every believer. Here he made reconcilia- 
tion for iniquity, and brought in everlaſting right. 
eouſneſs for all who obey him.* Here he taited the 
vinegar and the gall, and cried, /t is finiſhed, and gave 
k wp the ghoſt! | 
| A very conliderable part of apoſtolic preaching con- 
ſiſted in exhibiting Chriſt crucified. And Paul 
hence inferred that the Galatians, who had heard the 
goſpel, had had Jeſus Chriſt evidently ſet forth, cru- 
Cified before their eyes. © We preach, (faid he to the 
Corinthians) Chriſt crucified, to the Jews a ſtumbling 
block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs.” 
Jeſus was not only crucified and ſlain, but taken 
from the croſs and laid in the ſilent tomb ! Here we 
behold the Prince of life ſleeping in death ! While the 
Saviour lay entombed, no voice of joy or gladneſs j 
was heard through the wide range 7 creation, 


« Seraph and ſaint, with drooping wings, 
Ceaſe their harmonious breath ; 

No blooming trees, nor bubbling ſprings, 
While Jeſus fleeps in death.” 


But on the morning of the third, the appointed 
day, being the fr/? day of the week (a day ever dear 
to Chriſtians) -our blefled Redeemer aroſe, and tri- 


* Dail. 1x. 24. 
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umphed over death and the grave. Ye angels: who 
rolled away the ſtone, with what wondrous folictude 
ye watched the heavenly form, and marked thi; firſt 
{ymptoms of returning life! What raptures ſwelled 
your immortal breaſts, whilſt reaſcending the rialms 
of endleſs day, you ſhouted a riſen Sayiour ! +, 

After giving the moſt inconteſtable evidence & his 
reſurreftion to his deſponding diſciples, by ſho' ying 
them his hands and feet, he enlarged} their congnit- 
ſion, and ſent them to preach the goſpel to e7ery 
Creature, ak 

The manner in which he cloſed his laſt intergiew 
with his diſciples was very intereſting 'and fed ng. 
It is faid, *he led them out as far as Bethany, and 
lifted up his hands, and bleſſed them ;} and whiÞ% he 
was blefling them, he was parted from them, ad a 
cloud received him out of their tight.” | What nfing- 
led emotions of joy and grief mult havk run thrdigh 
their ſouls, while gazing after him, as he acenicd 
his native heavens ! 

Having thus honourably finiſhed his ate of cuer- 
ings, he took poſleflion of his throne, and was j'ro- 
claimed both Lord and Chriſt. We therefore hot 
only preach Chriſt crucified, but Chriſt riſen Jad 
reigning. 

zdly. Preaching Chriſt Jeſus the Lbrd; inchifles 
not only his divinity and atonement, but all the cth- 
er dodrines of the goſpel : Such as divine ding 


ty in the application of the atonement, | according to 
God's eternal purpoſe ; pardon and forgiveneſi throtgh 
the preciqus blood of Chriſt ; ju/ificatian by his Jo Ns 
ithed rightequſneſs without the aid of human menkt ; 
adoption according to. the riches of his grace, by 
which we are brought into the family of Chriſt, 7ad 
made partakers of all the privileges _ the fonsof 
God ; ſanttification, by the renewing influences/of 
Holy Spirit upon our hearts, and by operating in? vl 
the means appointed to make us holy, and to prepire 
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us for the everlaſting enjoyment of God in heaven. 
Theſe doarines may be preached, and m fome ſenſe 
believed, without the real exiſtence of the true grace 
of the goſpel. Hence, 

zthly. In preaching Chrilt Jeſus the Lord, it is 
highly important, to urge with great plainnefs thoſe 
duties which have a more practical influence upon 
mankind. Theſe are repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chriſt ; and alſo, that thoſe 
who have believed through grace be careful to main- 


tain good works. 


It may be neceflary to inquire, whether repentance 
and faith are duties to be urged upon mankind in 
general, or whether they are limited to any particular 
characters.” The duty of repentance is fo far lhnnted, 
that it reſpects ſinners, and only fuch. It is not con- 
ceived, that'a perfetly innocent, holy, unoffending 
being, can be the fubjet of repentance. © I came 
not, fad Jeſus, to call-the righteous, but fmners to 
repentance.” 

If we take the Holy Scriptures for our direQory in 
this matter, we ſhall frnd "that Chrift and his apoſtles 
inculcated theſe dutics upon all who heard them, 
without exception. When our Lord began his pub- 
lic miniſtry, immediately after his faſting and temprta- 
tions in' the wilderneſs, he began to preach and to ſay 
REPENT, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Vis 
hearers upon 2 certain occaſion, with a view to evade 
the troth, ſuggeſted that he had miſtaken the charac- 
ter of his audience, and told him of the Galileans, 
whoſe blood Pilate had mingled with their facrifices ; 
intimating, that theſe would have been proper ſub- 
jets of his doctrine. Our Lord repelied the infinu- 
ation with much ſpirit. « Suppoſe'ye that theſe men 
were iinners above all men in Jeruſalem ? I tell you 
nay ; out except you repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh.” 
The apoſtles were- charged to preach the ſame doc- 
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trine. Beginning at Jeruſalem, they 'were to ptzach : 
repentance and remiſhon of ſins to all;nations. , . 

But did not the apoſtles conſider all the hwjman 
race as dead in treſpaſſes and fins ? [They certznly 
did. And did they notwithſtanding call upon tiem 
to repent ? 'This is equally true, But it may betaſk- 
ed, how this can be reconciled ? The anſwer is «caſy. 
Unleſs we ſuppoſe that our oppoſition to the dine 
government releaſes us from our allegiance to God, 
we ſhall certainly conclude, that our having ng 
been 1n a ſtate wr 4 rebellion againſt him, is a rexſon 
why we. ought to repent and turn to him with*9ur 
whole heart. But whether we ſee the propriet'5 of 
ſuch a mode of preaching or not, the fats renain 
inconteſtable. | | L 

As a ſpecimen of what has now been aſſerted, Gike 
the following, An aſtoniſhing miracle, wrought;up- 
on a lame man at the gate of the Temple, drey a 
large concourſe of people together. Peter ſaw tt zm 
ſtand gazing, and thought it a fit opportunity to give 
them an exhortation. He firſt charged them with 
having been acceflory to the death of | Chriſt. *KYe 
denied,”” ſaid he, «© the Holy One, and the Juſt, 4nd 
defired a murderer to be granted unto you ; and kyll- 
ed the Prince of life.” ——But notwithſtanding thtir 
aggravated guilt, and almoſt invincible unbehef, the 
exhorted them to repentance. * Repent ye, thete- 
fore, and be converted, that your fins may be blotizd 
out.” Peter undoubtedly thought it the duty ; of 
theſe perſons to repent, or he would not have i:x- 
horted them to it. St. Paul was evidently of the 
{ſame mind reſpetting the duty of ſinners ; for wh tn 
=P. to the Athenians, at Mars-Hill, he aflertes, 
that © God now commandeth all men every where 
to repent.” SHX [| 

Should it be granted that God calls'on men to Ne 
pent, it may be further aſked, whether he requites 
them to believe? Sacred truth will furniſh the 2n- 
{wer. © After that John was put into priſon, Jezys 
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came into Galilee preaching the goſpel of the king- 
dom of God, and ſaying, the time 18 tulhlled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; Repent ye and be- 
lieve the goſpel.”* The perſons addrefled were not 
at this time diſciples, for Chriſt had called none as yet. 

When Jeſus crofled the ſea of 'Tiberias and came to 
Capernium, the people who had been miraculouſly 
fed on the other fide took ſhipping and followed 
him. Our Lord knew their motives were wholly 
ſelſh ; he therefore exhorted them not to /abour for the 
meat which periſheth, but for that which endureth to ever- 
laſting life. Upon this they aſk, What /ball we do, that 
we might work the works of God ? Feſus anſwered, thisis 
the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent. 

The meaning of the above queſtion was obvioully 
this : If we are not to make it our principal concern 
to labour for the meat which periſheth, what 1s the 
work which God requireth- of us, or what ſhall we 
do that will be acceptable to ham ? 'To this, they were 
told that they mult cordially embrace the goſpel, and 
believe 1n its divine Author, I will add but one paſ- 


$ ſage more in confirmation of this point. 
Paul, in his affectionate addreſs to the Elders of 


Epheſus, appeals to them with a confidence worthy 
of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. + Ye know, faid he, 
from the fir{t day that I came into Aſia, after what 
manner I have been with yow at all ſeaſons, ſervin 

the Lord with all humility of mind ; and how I kept 
back nothing that might be profitable-unto you ; but 
have ſhewed you and have taught: you publicly and 
from houſe to houſe.” What a blefſed example, my 
brethren, for us to copy after! What. meekneſs ! 
What fſelit-dedication ! What unwearied zeal in his 
Maſter's cauſe! I have taught . you publicly and 
from houſe to houſe ; teſtifying both to the Jews 
and allo to the Greeks, repentance towards God, and 


faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt,” - Here we have. a 


* Mark i. I4, 15. 
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clear ſpecimen of apoſtolic preaching. Nor can tyere, 
I conceive, be any other candid meaning put 4pon 
theſe words, than that Paul urged it» conſtantly as a 
duty, both upon Jews and Greeks, tÞ repent an#, be- 
heve the goſpel. Yo 

Objections drawn trom the movah impotency; 
inability of ſinners are of no avail: for the 
might be urged as an excuſe for not loving C 
It is no more of a ſpiritual exerciſe to ag 
believe, in the moſt evangelical ſenſe, than it is to 7 þve 
God according to the ſpirit of the divine law. 
1s there any more impropriety in urging the for Jer, 
than the latter, 

Thoſe who have bclieved through | grace, are Liſa 
to be exhorted to maintain good works. To aq 

nd 
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their faith virtue. Good works are the fruits 
effects of faith, and flow from it as! a ſtream «© pes 
from its fountdin, That faith which does not 
duce a holy life, cannot be the true faith of the goſ- 
pel: for he that hath this hope puſificth 1, 
even as he is pure. 

I add once more, 5thly. In preaching Chriſt Jefus 
the Lord, the faithful miniſter will hold up to beli 
ers the precious promiles and conſolations of the golf L 

In applying the promiſes, he will always diſt Þ 
guiſh betwixt the clean and the unclean; betwe} 
ham that ſerveth God and him that feryeth him "3 
He will not give that which is holy to thoſe whcſe 
hearts ate under the reigning influence! of fin. The 
promiſes are all in Chriſt, and belong excluſively ; 
believers. The precious word of ' God jis- admirab 
adapted to ſupport them in all circumſtances arg 
conditions in life. - It contains doctrine, inſtrucio 
and reproof., It furr.iſhes fincere milk for babe, 
and ſtrong meat for ſuch as are able} to | bear 13. 
This ſacred repokitory 1s richly ſtored with the be 
comfort for mourners ; and the moſt yeviving coF- 
dials for the fainting, drooping believer, From th 5 
the ſteward of Chrilt brings out things Yoth new an 
4 


= = 

* 

"= 

+4 ” 
4 4 

ba - 

: 


* 


20 


old, and difplays in infinite variety the riches of 
grace, In a word, to preach according to the ſpirit 
of our text, is to exalt the glorious charatter of 
Chriſt, and as far as our feeble powers extend, to ex- 
hibit him in all his infinite excellency. 1 haſten 


TamixDLy, To the laſt thing in the method, 
which was to ſhew in what ſenſe, and to whom, min- 
iſters are ſervants. Ourſelves your ſervants for Jeſus f a2-# 

Miniſters are peculiarly devoted to the intereſts of 
the Church of God. Like the Apoftle, —y ardently 
dehire to preſent every man perfect in Chriſt. 

When they enter into the paſtoral relation, they 
take the overſight of a particular flock ; not by con- 
ſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre's fake, but 
of a ready mind. They here ſolemnly pledge 
themſelves to watch over them in the Lord, as thoſe 
that muſt render an account at the great day. Min- 
iſters therefore ſerve the Church for Chriſt's ſake. For 
the love they bear to him, they are ready at all times 
to ſerve the loweſt and ſmalleſt that belong to him. 

They endeavour, as far as truth and duty permit, 
to accommodate themſelves to the circumſtances and 
conditions of their people. They overlook none, 
they deſpiſe none that belong to Chriſt, but endeav- 
our that all claſſes ſhould ſhare in their Jabours of 
love. Though the wealthy and reſpeQtable may 
claim ſome particular attention, yet they cheerfully 
condeſcend to men of low degree. 

As ſervants of the Church, they are ready at all 
times to impart their counſels and inftrutions to 
thoſe who aſk them. In all ſeaſons of trouble and 
diſtreſs, whether of body or mind, they tenderly 
ſympathize with their afflited people. In a word, 
in proſperity and adverſity, by day and by night, in 
health and in fickneſs, in life and in death, they are 
* devoted to the beſt intereſts of the flock over which 
the Holy Ghoſt has made them overſeers; 

Though we are commandednot to be the ſervants 
of men ; that is, to conſider them as our maſters in 
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ſuch a ſcnſe as to ſhrink from our duty, 1; iſ- 
pleaſe God in order to pleaſe them ; yet, for Chygſt's 
ſake, a miniſter ought to be willing |to do all 16+ his 
power to ſerve his dear fellow-men, in any mY hat 
may tend to promote their eternal fatvation. If\Juc- 
ceſs attends his faithful labours, and he is ſo happy as 


to ſee his people awakened to a ſenſe of their _ Sh 


: 


and concerned to know how they ſhall efcape'th 
wrath divine, how readily will he _—_— inſtru&yon 
to them, He will rejoice to go from houſe to ha jle, 
and converſe and pray with thoſe who feel nil, of 
their undone condition. The hours fpent in his 
way, he will eſteem among the happieſt moments ofhis 
life. He will be always cy of acceſs, and by his tenti4er, 
affeftionate connſels and prayers, he will convince His 
hearers, that it is them and not theirs that he ſex 
Every Chriſtian miniſter, from a deep and afted' 
ſenſe of God's goodneſs in pardoning, ſandifyi7g, 
and calling him to this honourable work, will Jay 
with the apoſtle, 1 am debtor both to 'the Greeks 
to the Barbarians, to the wiſe and to the umviſe. 14m 
under obligation to them all for Chriſt's fake, 4nd 
whenever Y have opportunity, I atn bound to try 
do them good. | . 
I add once more, ſcenes of diftreſs, fuch as fickrsfs 
and death, often call us to the abodes of poverty zpd 
wretchedneſs ; 'and ſometimes to places, where vice 
riots in unhallowed pleaſures. Places, which we 
ſhould ſhun with abhorrence, were we 'not compektd 
to them by a ſenſe of duty. But in hopes of ber1g 
made inſtrumental of ſaving a ſoul from everlaittg 
miſery, we are willing for Chriſt's fake to ſerve the 
very vileſt and moſt wretched of our guilty Trace. :: 


Having thus attempted to explain the differ 
parts of our ſubject, it only remains to mi; 
ſome application of it to the preſent; occaſion. 
the ſentiments, which have been exhibited from {, 
text, have brought into view ſome of the dutie 
the Chriſtian miniſtry, they naturally dire& 
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thoughts and our addreſs, in the firſt place, to the 
Candidate for the paſtoral office. 


MY REVEREND AND DEAR BROTHER, 


WE are fully perſuaded that it is your fixed deter- 
mination, in all your public preaching, to exhihit 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, We rejoice that a door in 
Divine Providence is opened for you to preach to a 
people, whoſe views and ſentiments are congenial 
with your own, and whoſe ſouls are thirſting for the 
waters of life. Nothing elle can ſatisfy them, De- 
termine therefore, my Brother, to know nothing, 
comparatively, among them, but Jeſus Chriſt and 
him crucified. Let him be © your theme to preach, 
.your ſong to ſing.” You can never exhauſt your 
ſubject. If you enter properly into it, it will warm 
your own heart, and will probably reach the hearts 
of others. You know, my Brother, the pleaſure of 
preaching a felt Chriſt. 

You will endeavour to lead your hearers to juſt 
views of the character, offices, and work of Chriit as 
mediator. Affure them that there is ſalvation in no 
other. Endeavour to conyince them of the danger 
of neglecting this falvation. Hold up to them the 
aggravated condemnation which awaits the impeni- 
tent unbeliever, 

From this day forward you will conſider yourſelf 
as ſolemnly engaged for Chriſt's ſake to ſerve this 
dear people in the goſpel. Your love to your Mal- 
ter will be demonſtrated by your faithfulneſs in feed- 
ing his ſheep, and in feeding his lambs. The weak, 
the tempted, the trembling believer, will claim a 
large ſhare of your tendereſt concern, It will afford 
them unſpeakable relief to find, that, like the High- 
Prieſt, you © can have compaſſion on the ignorant, 
and them that are out of the way.” 

I need not remind you, my Brother, of the im- 
portance of hving, as well as preaching, Chriſt. You 
will teel the neceſlity of daily taking heed to your- 
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ſelf, as well as to your dofrine. Your uſefulne 3, 
in a great degree, will depend on the circumſpettien 
of your life. The people, to whom you are to mi 
iſter in holy things, expe you will be ** an examget 
to the believers in word, in converſation, in charit?! 
in faith, and in purity.” Much, indeed, is expetg4 
of you, and much you will be able to do through th: 
{ſtrength of Chriſt. Under the darkeſt ſcenes of tri; 
and diſcouragement, you will find ſupport from th 

precious promiſe, © Lo I am with you,” May the 
o_ Head of the church long continue you a blet 1 
ing to this dear people, and make you the happy; 
honourcd inſtrument of turning many to ng 
neſs, which ſhall be for your preſent encouragement? 
and future joy. And when you ſhall have faithful 

diſcharged the duties afligned you, and finiſhed youts 


courſe of ſufferings according to the will of God; |' 


may you wait 1n joyful expectation the —_— of th 


Chiet Shepherd, who ſhall place a crown (of glory on; 
your head, that ſhall never fade away. May God} 


grant it for Chriſt's fake. 


This Church and Congregation will receive _ 
"- 


congratulations on the preſent occaſion. : 


DEAR BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, $ 


WE rejoice with you, that God is this day giving] 


you one of Zion's ſons to take you by the hand, and * 
« Re- > 
ceive him, therefore, in the Lord, and hold him in : 


lead you in the way of truth and holineſs. 
reputation,” | 
Though from his knowledge and experience, we 
think him a ſcribe well inſtructed into the kingdom, 
yet you are in danger of expecting too much from 
him. 
without divine afliftance he can do nothing to. pur- 
poſe. Should he only preach himſelf, he will do 
you no good. If you wiſh him to come to you in 
the fulneſs of the blefiing of the. Goſpel, and to 
preach © Chriſt Jeſus the Lord,” you muſt pray for 
him. Do all in your power to encourage his heart 


He is a man of like paſſions with others, and - 
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' and ftrengthen his hands. Endeavour to render his 
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outward circumſtances ſo far comfortable, as to free 
his mind from any embarraſſment about the things 
of the world. Be tender of his perſon and character ; 
remembering you are not to © Rebuke an Elder, but to 
entreat him as a father.” And O that God would 
continue him a long and rich bleſſing to you and 
to your children ; that under his faithful adminit- 
trations, you may grow in grace and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. It 1s 
our hearts* deſire and prayer, that your love to God 
and to one another may daily increaſe, until you 
ſhall quit theſe mortal ſhores and meet in thoſe pure 
undiſturbed reKons of perfe& bliſs, where God ſhall 
be all in all. 

In concluding our ſubjef, this numerous and re- 
ble aflembly will ſufter me to addreſs them in a 
words, 


-- RESPECTED FRIENDS, 
ARE miniſters willing for Jeſus* fake to be ſervants 
toyou? Do they preach Chriſt to you ? Do you real- 
ize that theſe are the ſervants of the moſt high God, 


. who ſhow to you the way of ſalvation ? Do they 


come-to you in the name of the Lord ? O! how ſol- 
emn then will your account be at the laſt day ! 
God forbid, that any of you ſhould be found con- 
temners of his goſpel, leſt his wrath break out like 
tire upon you, and there be none to quench it. 

In this. day of unuſual viſitation, when Jeſus is 
riding in triumph through our land, may Heaven 
grant, that you may individually experience the ren- 
ovating influences of the Spirit of God, forming 
you into a meetnels for that holy happy ſtate, where 
we hope through the riches of grace finally to meet 
with all the ranſomed millions, never, never more to 

part! Will God grant it, for the Redecmer's ſake. 


THE CHARGE. 
By the Rev. Dr. STILLMAN. 


Tur power of ordination is, by, Jeſus At, 
committed to his church. The effence of jt conliſts in t! & call 
of the church and the acceptance of the candidate. BulwT do 
not recalle& an inſtance of ordination recorded in thi.New 
Teitament, without the preſence and afliſtance of one or more 
of the apoſtles or elders. 

On the preſent occaſion we have not met to ardain "| 1 our 
Brother, but to introduce him, as already ordained, to the: 
ral care of this particular church and ſociety, agreeably te: 
unanimous call,  'Fhis might have been done in a private'way, 
but the preſent mode, in my judgment, i is more clipible, bEtauſe 
there 1s an obvious religious fitneſs in it. - The ——_ 
miniſter of the goſpel is ſacred and important. Inſtalmeni} i 
ſolemn covenant entered into between him and the churcht+ no 
matter how public it is. Let God, angels and men witnef : 
intereſting tranſaQion ! and may the repeated recolleion If i 
bappily prevent paſtor and church from afting incompayble 
with their obligations to God and to each other. X 

You are ſenlible, my hearers, that there is great lolemnit?] at- 
tached to ordinations and.inſtalments, when properly conduG d ; 
and often great good reſults from them, 

The various religious ſervices, performed on theſe occaliths, 
are ſolemn and appropriate, and are calculated deeply to [n- 
preſs the minds of the people with a ſenſe of |the great im 
tance of the goſpel and its miniſtry : ſuch as repeated addr 
to Almighty God, praiſe and thankſgiving for aj conſtant ſuc} i 
ſion of faithful men to preach the goſpe el, a ſermon adapted 
the occaſion, a charge to the paſtor elet, reminding him!" 
his ſeveral duties; and the right hand of fellowſhip, by w 
the miniſters and churches in the vicinity, receive him as a wo 
er and fellow labourer in the goſpel vineyard. ; By this un 
they ſtrengthen the hands of each other, and puþli icly, engagg to 


do every thing in their power, to. promote the gauſe of real? 2- 
Iigion. The whole is ſerions and impreflive. |; ; 
The part afligned me by the council now convened, is;; © 
Charge you, my Rev'd Brother, to fulfil the miniſtry which » 
have receiyed of the Lord Jeſus, with fidelity and perſeverant 
I addreſs you, not with the authority of an apoſtle, but w 
the afetion and equality of a brother in the mjniſtry. Paygl- 
beſecch you, a ſtrict attention to your own heart. Take-heec x7 
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thyſelf, aid Paul to Timothy. If you wiſh to enjoy the pleaſ- 
ures of religion, to ſtudy, preach and live as becomes the gol- 
pel, cultivate a lively ſenſe of divine things on your own mind. 
This being the caſe, your work will be your delight; and your 
preaching will come warm from the heart. Without it, you 
will drag on heavily. 

Guard againſt every wrong temper. You beſt know where 
lies your greateſt danger ; and what the fin is that moſt eaſily 
beſets you. Againſt that place a double guard. Watch and 


pray, ſaid Chriſt, ' that you enter not into temptation. Your condutt 


will be critically obſerved ; and your faults, though compar- 
atively ſmall, will be magnified by men unfriendly to the goſpel 
or to you. Cultivate the chriſtian tempers, ſuch as, meekneſs, 
humility, brotherly kindneſs, charity ; and let the ſame mind 
that was in Chriſt Jeſus, be alſo in you. Be affable and conde- 
ſcending. Let the poor find you eaſy of acceſs, and anxious 
ſinners always ready to receive, and converſe with them about 
their beſt intereſt. In your commerce with mankind, you will 
maintain the ſeriouſneſs of your miniſterial character, remember- 
ing at the ſame time, that true religion is in no reſpe& incon- 
ſiſtent with poliſhed manners. | 

Guard againſt a narrow and contraQted temper toward other 
Chriſtians. Be faithful to your own ſentiments, and candid to- 
ward them who differ from you.. 'The difference is mutual, 
and to be expected in the preſent ſtate of ignorance and preju- 


- dice. We are men, and as ſuch liable to miſtake. Let every 


man be fully perſuaded in his own mind, is an apoſtolic direQion. 
The judgment may be convinced, but cannot be forced: we 
ſhould therefore reaſon with, not rail at our erring brethren. 
By the former we may convince them, by the latter excite 
wrong tempers, and prejudice their minds againſt the truth. 
Take heed unto the dofirine. Make the ſacred 'oracles the man 
of your counſel. All you deliver to the people muſt be ſup- 
ported with, Thus faith the Lord. Shun not to declare the 
whole counſel of God. Infiſt much, dear Sir, on the being 
and perfetions of Jexovan ; the deity of Jesvs CurisT ; his 
whole mediatorial character and work; the total depravity of 
man ; the nature and neceſſity of regeneration ; the deity, per- 
ſonality and influence of the Hoy Guosr ;- the do&rine of 
atonement ;z the ſovereignty of God, and the riches of his grace 
in the ſalvation of ſinners, and the neceſſity of practical religion. 
Remember, Sir, you are to watch for fouls as one who muſt 


| give an account, God forbid that you, or any of us, your 


brethren in the miniſtry, ſhould be found unfaithful ! 

Be much in your ſtudy. Give thyſelf wholly to theſe things, 
that thy profiling may appear to all. 

Adminiſter the ſpecial ordinances of the goſpel to believers, 
the only qualified ſubjefts, and according to the mode adopted 


?7 


by Chriſt and his apoſtles. Be attentive to the qvalificat bus | 
and charaQters of thoſe whom you receive into the chutth. - 
Admit none who do not give a good degree af evidence, tat 
they have paſſed from death to life. Pay a ſtrict attention to? he 
diſcipline of the church : let nothing be done through p artiat ty. 
Lay hands ſuddenly on no man, Ever follow [Pauls Niro n 
to Timothy : Commit theſe things to faithful men, | ewho hall be 341; 
to teach others alſa. They muſt be ſaithful, or godly men, ad 
able to teach others. 5 
We pray that the great Head of the church may enate 
you to be faithful unto death, and finally give you A crown Gf 
glory that fadeth not away. I 
To you, our Chriſtian Friends, who have invited this ar 
Brother to take the paſtoral care of you, we begjleave to ſay%+- 
The obligations between him and you are reFiprocal, Yeh 
will pray for him; encourage his heart and jtrengthen_ Kkjs 
hands. Detach him as much as poflible from the cares *% 
anxieties of the world, by making a ſuitable pxoviſion for þ 
ſupport. The labourer is worthy of his hire. | 
We congratulate you on your united and happy ſettlement 
a Paſtor this day, and pray God that he may ibe a = 
and a ſhining light, and that you and this Pp ſociety ms 
long rejoice in his light. 


——_ 
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The Hught-Hand of Felloohife , | 
By the Rev. JOSEPH GRAFTON, : 
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Ir was a yery important menotaieg of the 

prophet,-< Can two together, except they be agreed ?PX x 
Union and accom Mecliry in all ſocieties, to enſurt hap- 2 | 
pineſs and ſucceſs ſyſtem ever promulgated among! man- 4 

kind, 1s ſo much calculated to produce unity of heart, fincere + 
and fraternal affeRion, as the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. { 
Indeed, without theſe, every theory of religion wilt be as cold * y 
and unmeaning as apathy itſelf. « By this (ſaid gur divine E. 
Maſter) ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples} if ye have © i 
love one to another.” Real Chriſtians are affetionately united 1 
m ſentiment, 12 judgment, and in prafice. They love ach other o 
- 
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«72 the truth, and for the trath's ſake ;” not that they all agree 
in the externals of 2% 7; (happy would it be were this the 
caſe) but, inthe effentials ot. it, they are united. 

"Various are the tokens, by which union and friendſhip are 
exhibited; that of giving the hand is the moſt common, and it 
appears from the ſacred Scriptures, not only to have'been prac- 
tiled as a friendly, but as a religious rite. When Jehn met Je- 
honadab, he ſaluted thus, © Is thy Heart” right, as my heart is 
with thy heart ? And he anſwered, It is. If it be, then give me 
thy hand ; and he gave him his hand.” « When James, Ce- 
phas, and John, who were clteemed pillars, in the apoſtolic 
church, perceived the grace given unto Barnabas and Paul, 
they gave unto them the right hand of fellowſhip.” 

This part of tlie ſervice, by the Council convened on this oc- 
cafion, being aſſigned me, I do, my dear Brother, at their requeſt 
and m their behalf, moſt affetionately give yoa this hand; as a 
token of our religious union and friendſhip. We with you, 
dear Sir, every ſpiritual blefling, and that you may be abun- 
_ dantly ſucceſsful in the work of the Lord. May the union 
formed between you, and this church, be mutual, benefitial and 
laſting. We engage you our prayers, our advice, and as 0cca- 
fon may require, our aſtiſtance, expeQing the ſane from you, 
2s a reaſonable return of our reciprocal atfetion. O! that the 

eat Head of the church would endue you with every miniſ\- 
terial qualification, and make you the happy and honoured in- 
ftrument of turning many to righteouſneſs, that at laſt you may 
ſhine as a ſtar in the firmament. And, at the great and folemn 
day of retribution, when you ſhall be called to give account of 
your ſtewardſhip, you may then exultingly ſay, in the all power- 
ful and all glorious grace of our divine Lord, © Here am I, and 
the children thou haſt given me,” Finally, through the riches 
of divine grace, may you be ſo happy, as to receive from your 
God and Judge, that animating plaudit, « Well done, good and 
faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
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